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As we come to the end of the academic year, we'd like to thank all the schools across
our network who are doing such fantastic work. This term, we have been absolutely
thrilled to award St Wilfrid's RC Primary in Hodge Hill, to renew the awards for Corpus
Christi (Stechford), St Bernard's (Moseley), St Brigid's (Northfield) and St Peter’s
(Bartley Green), to celebrate the THIRD award for Nelson Mandela Primary and
Washwood Heath Academy (secondary section) and the FOURTH award for St
Vincent'’s and St Chad's! It is so heartening in a time of increasing division and hostility,
to see that our schools are maintaining their steadfast commitment to hospitality and

welcome.

Many thanks to everybody who contributed to our online art exhibition (see link on
page 4) and to this newsletter - which, as you will see, is full of creativity and

inspiration.

In spite of the ongoing heatwave, we hope that you will all have a really cool summer!
With best wishes

Birmingham School of Sanctuary team

birminghamschoolsofsanctuary@gmail.com
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Students from St Thomas Aquinas meet their MP, and visit
parliament

In April, the Northfield MP visited St Thomas Aquinas Secondary School & Sixth Form,
and spent some time with pupils from the Chaplaincy. Here is their report, written by
Year 7 students Noah V and Ruth, starting with the meeting beforehand to discuss
some relevant topics. Noah's final comment on the day was that a mother wouldn't let
her child travel dangerously unless the place they were living in was more dangerous.

We were delighted to have a visit from Barbara as she was able to prepare us for the visit
of Laurence Turner our MP. She went through topics such as why refugee protection is
now only temporary and why the Labour Government forcibly removes refugee children.

Laurence came and visited 20 children, all from the chaplaincy change-makers group. He
did agree that asylum seekers should be able to work whilst their cases are looked at and
that ‘people’ are not illegal. Students challenged the government policy on restraining
children. He said that children should not be restrained as it is frightening for them. He
also said that the refugee topic is being debated in Parliament at the moment and many
Labour politicians are concerned about the present policies.

We, the students, listened, but won't believe our MP unless he actually makes the changes
he has promised.

Then in June, three sixth-formers and a member of staff joined in a prayer vigil for
Refugee Week. Y12 student Marie S reports:

Prayer Vigil at the Home office for Migrants
The Courage to Stand as One

Gathering outside the Home Office for our refugee memorial prayer service was a deeply
moving experience. Under the theme of “Courage”, which is the theme for this year's
Refugee Week, we came together to pray for all those who have tragically lost their lives
seeking safety.

Standing in front of the gates of power, the spiritual impact was profound. As we prayed
for the deceased, all barriers dissolved—we stood united as one human family in the eyes
of God, ensuring their dignity is never forgotten.

Equally impactful was the incredible community | discovered. Meeting so many people
who share my exact passion and urgent need for change was inspiring. We brought our
grief to the Home Office, but we left united, strengthened, and ready to fight for a more
compassionate world.
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Artwork for Refugee Week on display!

When we asked schools to provide artwork for a display in the Children’s Library in the
city centre, we couldn't have predicted what a brilliant response there would be! Ranging
from a big lion made by the Reception class at Our Lady & St Kenelm via dark pictures of
small boats in huge waves from St Mark’s through to a beautiful poem by a Y6 pupil at
Adderley, we received so many beautiful pieces of work that we couldn't fit them on to
the board in the Library, and so we created an online exhibition as well, which you can
see here: https://birmingham.cityofsanctuary.org/schools-of-sanctuary-exhibition

On this page and the next, you can see an image of the finished display in the Library,
plus some individual works from the online exhibition.

ARCI.H@PJEEH;ON The Head Teacher of the Oratory Primary had encouraged pupils
COURAG \ to complete this challenge at home during half-term.
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Other pieces of work came from over a dozen schools:

From Abbey Primary

From Bellfield Juniors

From Bordesley Village Primary

T e o

TOURNE

From Nelson Mandela
Primary

From St Clare’s Primary

From St Vincent's

Primary
From St Wilfrid's Primary AR
{:mum:mrnmm\\
exhibition (link onp. |
4 above] to have a ]
closer look at these

and many more!
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Third Schools of Sanctuary Multimedia exhibition in Erdington

For the third year running, the chaplaincy at St Edmund Campion Secondary School
organised a multimedia exhibition at the St Barnabas Centre in Erdington High Street.
Once again, the students from St Edmund Campion provided videos of staff and
pupils, this time answering the question “What does Courage mean for you?”, and at
the launch during Refugee Week also provided music and poetry-readings. Work from
the secondary school and from related primary schools was also on display, as you can
see below.

bt
St John Paul Il Multi-Academy
Presents..

5t Barnabas Church Centre
High Street




Around the network....

Pupils at St Clare’s Primary in Handsworth wrote Words of Welcome:
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St Augustine’s Primary in Handsworth is the newest school in our network to start
the journey towards the Sanctuary Award! They joined in the Day of Welcome and
pupils shared some lovely ideas about how they could show courage and
welcome refugees and others who are new to our community. Pupils are also
collecting items for Bags of Hope for refugee children and families. They also
produced some inspiring pieces of artwork (some of which have been added to our
online gallery).
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St Wilfrid's Primary in Hodge Hill is our most recently awarded school! This is
what they told us about their activities during Refugee Week:

At St Wilfrid’s, we began our week with a Celebration
of the Word, focusing on Refugee Week. We reflected
on the scripture of the Good Samaritan, exploring
how we are all called to love and support our
neighbours. In continuing our commitment to our
Jubilee Pledge—to support asylum seekers and be a
place of welcome—our children took part in a mini
mission. They were invited to donate nappies and
wipes for newly arrived families. We are proud to
share that many generous contributions were
collected, which will be donated to Brushstrokes.

30'S Refugee Poem
| packed a small bag in the middle of the night,

Holding it closely, keeping it tight.
| looked at my home one last time and said,

Goodbye, turned towards the journey ahead,

At Adderley Primary School pupils

The road was long, and the weather was cold,
wrote poems for Refugee Week ’

(examples are on this page and on the | felt qmte nervous, but | tried to be bold.
next page) which they shared in a | travelled with hope shining bright in my heart,
special assembly. | knew it was time for a fresh start.

| crossed rivers and walked many miles,
Missing familiar faces and smiles.
| dreamed of a place where | could belong,

| stayed determined and kept moving along.

At last, | arrived in a town that was new,
| wondered if anyone knew what I'd been through.
A friendly hello helped me settle that day,

It made me feel welcome in a special way.

Now I'm making new memories and friends,
Learning that kindness never really ends.
My journey was difficult, but now | can see,

A brighter future is waiting for me



Courage
Courage is like a happy animal in the fields with its family.
Courage is rainbow like the curtains and the books on the shelf.
Courage is like a bracelet wrapped around your wrist.
Courage is yellow like a gold watch.
Courage is neon green like a glow stick that you shock.
Courage is gold like a sunflower in the breeze.

Courage is yellow like the sand in a desert in Egyptl.

#}I Courage is pinkK like a rose.
S uurage is orange like a leaf on a tree. o A “54.'
f,ni Courage is gold like the hot fiery sun. ' -:
@# ¥ 2
C llow like the tall sunfl [ :
P ourage is ye ike the tall sunflower. 'y _ﬂﬂ.”r

Courage is purple like lavender.

Courage is yellow like the sun.
Courage is red like red spider-man.
Courage is pink like an ice-cream. izl
Courage is neon yellow like the bright sun in the Sahara Desert j
3 Courage is white like fluffy cloud. '

£ . Courage is rainbow like colourful art.
[ 9’ ., Courage is light blue like the sky.

Q-!rf Courage is white like the pure calm breeze.
Courage is brown like a big muddy puddie.
Courage is yellow like the happy sun. _
Courage is green like the lush grass. o

Courage is yellow like a happy sunflower. .

20
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Samuel, a Year 4 pupil at Holy Family Primary School, wrote this poem based
on resources from the National Literacy Trust. The original poem was written by an
author called Ramzee, and after reading it in class, Samuel wrote his own version.

The Courage to be Brave

I it a silent roar desperate to be heard?
Or perhiaps it is sharing it out like a bird.
|5 it waiting to be seen?

fre yvou letting it be free?

MNow let us see what it is like to be a refugee.

To leave a place, no explanation,
Going to another country or nation,

You may feel jealows of people who have a home,

wWhile you walk in boredom alone.

Trying to understand what people say,
It is hard so youw walk on a guiet morning.

Lorme smile, others show hatred but vou hawve 1o stay.

You hear the uncensared thoughts,

Some give vou a 'koo’ and others shout 'woohoo'.
They will never understand the pain that vou went through.

Courage lives in those who make you feel you belong,
It"s quiet but just as stroneg.
They welcome the one whao is similar

But they won't accept the cdd one out.

5o start speaking up clear,
And wee will welcome you here.,
If scomeone iz sad, stand by their zide

As they may feel unsafe and alone inside.

%o just know that courage can lead you to a welcomed home.
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Refugee Week at Nelson Mandela School

We got things off to an early
start this year for Refugee
Week with another fantastic
visit from Stories of Hope and
Home. Omar, Tina and Charlie
generously shared their
experiences as asylum
seekers and our children as
usual made us proud with
their empathy and sense of
fairness.

We then joined in with the Day of Welcome events on Friday 12" June including
Reception and KS1who loved joining in with Michael Rosen'’s telling of two of his

stories.

Michael Rosen
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During the week, all classes had a picture book to help their understanding of
refugees and asylum seekers. It was also a chance to celebrate our role as a
School of Sanctuary.

The children then produced some great work including posters to show how we
welcome other children to our school, letters to our MP about the children’s
concerns about the plight of refugees and welcome cards.

We also watched our Echo Eternal film, revisiting the testimony of Kurt Taussig, a child
refugee who came to the UK on the Kindertransport in World War 2. We are also
collecting food for a local good bank, so it has been a busy time but wonderful to hear
and see the children’s fantastic understanding of the importance of extending a warm
welcome to asylum-seekers and refugees.
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News from Washwood Heath Academy

Over the years we have reported on many good-news stories from Washwood Heath
Academy, and in May we were had the lovely experience of visiting to present the
school’s THIRD Award - a huge achievement in one of the largest schools in the city with
a diverse intake of young people speaking 84 languages between them!

WHA sees this diversity as something to be celebrated, rather than a challenge to be
overcome. The assembly was led by a group of four recently-arrived students, who later
joined in a group including two girls in Year 10 who had only been in the school for a few
weeks, having not been allowed to attend school in their home country. In discussion,
the testimonies of the young people from Iran, Ukraine and Afghanistan made it clear
that there is an ethos of support deeply embedded all across the school.

Lichfield Cathedral School

Although Lichfield is beyond the boundaries of
Birmingham, we are happy to be supporting the
school on their journey towards the Sanctuary Award.
Their activities are imaginative and varied, as we can
see from their report about Refugee Week:

During Refugee Week, the Forest School teacher did

some shelter building with Year 4 and reflected on e e e ey
children fleeing danger and having to live in G e S
temporary shelters; the English dept delivered e e = = -

lessons to Y7 based around the poem "Words" by

~ Tony Bradman and to Y8 based on immigration and refugee
lives in 16th Century England; during PSHE lessons, we

used the Powerpoints from the Day of Welcome website for

| KS2 and 3 and KS4 used some of the material from

| Medecins sans Frontiéres; in German, the Year 10 class

% looked at material based on Angela Merkel welcoming

'+ refugees into Germany. There was also a tuck shop to raise

" money for Stories of Hope and Home, and some very

.. fashionable-looking Orange Heart glasses.
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Halesowen

b J Refugee Week at Halesowen College
r ﬂ College

At Halesowen College we endeavour to provide enrichment

opportunities alongside our academic programmes. We want
to support the emotional wellbeing of our learners and provide space for them to be creative,
express themselves and speak to staff about any concerns they may have.

One such enrichment activity that is always popular is the craft
club. Two members of our library team ran some craft sessions
for our ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)
learners, teaching them how to make pompom key rings and
bag charms from different coloured yarns. All materials were
provided, and all learners enjoyed the chance to be creative
outside of their main lessons. Johanne Butler, Library Assistant
at Halesowen College and one of the facilitators of the session,
said “they thoroughly enjoyed the process of making individual
keyrings and phone charms using the pom poms that they had
made. They were eager to attend more sessions in the future.”

ESOL craft
session
15/5426

Another of our enrichment opportunities is our Reading Buddies group. This group aims to
increase the confidence of our ESOL learners by building upon their existing speaking skills.
Learners meet and read short stories together to improve their reading and comprehension of
English, before having short discussions about what they have read to work on their English
speaking and pronunciation. The group pairs ESOL learners with students who have English as
their first language, broadening their conversational English skills, teaching colloquialisms that
will allow learners to feel more integrated, both within the student body, and with their local
community as a whole. This also builds a bridge between ESOL learners and the rest of the
cohort of students, as we have had Reading Buddies volunteers from
various subject areas. Group facilitator ESOL and A Level German
lecturer Jane Johnston-Sinn says, “The reading buddies group has
provided a space for ESOL learners to gain confidence with their reading
| in arelaxed environment. They have enjoyed having the chance to chat
to some of the adult learners and to discuss some of the vocabulary in
the books together.”

Finally, we created displays in honour of Refugee Week in libraries
across Whittingham Road and Shenstone House campuses, highlighting
the brilliant illustrations by Quentin Blake around the theme of courage.
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